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North American Ministerial Council
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October 2 – 7, 2006

“HIS NAME IS WONDERFUL”

MONDAY, October 2, 2006

The 2006 North American Ministerial Council convened at 7:00 PM with a welcome by Council President, Loren Stacy.  Elder Heber Vega, worship leader for our council, led us in worship focusing around our theme, “His Name Is Wonderful.”  Elder Antonio Vega led us in opening prayer.  

Elder Richard Wiedenheft, Superintendent of the Northeast District, led us in the opening worship gathering centering on the theme, “His Name Is Wonderful.”  He explored the many names used in honoring Jesus.  The names of Jesus speak of His divinity and His humanity. The name of Jesus bridges together the son of man and the son of God.  It describes His servanthood and His role as Savior.  He is Jesus = God saves, and He chooses us ministers to be His toolbox to share the gospel.  A time of sharing and prayer followed.

Meeting adjourned until 8:00 AM Tuesday morning.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2006

Tuesday’s meeting began with morning worship.  Elder Max Morrow led in a devotional time focusing on the theme, “Jesus, My Lord.”  He encouraged the Council to not do ministry on our own, but to truly live under the Lordship of Jesus Christ and allow Him to be the boss of our lives.  Small groups were formed as Council members prayed for each other for Jesus to be Lord of our lives and ministries.  

President Loren Stacy called the meeting to order.  Elder David Gartner led us in prayer for the work of the Council.  

The Council acknowledged co-workers who have died since our last Council, praising God for their ministries and praying over their.  

The president made the following appointments: Registration Committee – Chairman, Don Rodgers, John Lemley, and Manny Molinar; Resolutions Committee – Chairman, Melvin Sweet, Heber Vega, and Richard Wiedenheft; Parliamentarian – Robert Coulter.

Report of the Registration Committee: Credentialed ministers 25, Retired Credentialed ministers 2, Licensed ministers 22, and 13 observers.   

Moved to adopt the printed program as the orders of the day.  Motion CARRIED

Moved to adopt the following as Special Rules for this meeting.

1. Changes in the schedule may be made by a motion by 2/3 vote of the assembly.

2. Following original presentations, each member will be allowed no more than ten minutes to respond, and not speak a second time until all members have had an opportunity to speak.  No reserve time will be allowed, and no yielding of time to another member is allowed.  Further limits may be imposed by motion to facilitate discussion.

3. Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised (1970 or later) shall be parliamentary authority for the Council.

4. General Conference Ministries and other informative reports may be given at times when hearing them will not disrupt the flow of the Council’s business.

Motion CARRIED

Moved to suspend standing rule # 3 calling for resolutions to be presented to the Resolutions Committee by the 3rd full day of the Council, and to move up the deadline to Wednesday, October 4.  Motion CARRIED

Moved to seat the following Board of Directors members: Charles Carr, Jose Hernandez, Dennis O’Banion, and Larry Zaragoza as observers.  Motion CARRIED

Moved to seat Julio Martinez, Coordinator of the Eastern Canadian District.  Motion CARRIED

Moved to seat Lloyd Walker and Kenneth Walker as observers.  Seconded.  

Moved that the chair appoint a committee of three to interview Lloyd Walker and report back to the Council before voting.  Seconded.  Motion FAILED

Moved the previous question.  Seconded, Motion CARRIED

The motion to seat Lloyd and Kenneth Walker CARRIED  

Moved to seat Marcos Bernal, SW District Board member and Santos Marino, Lay Pastor in Conroe, TX.  Motion CARRIED

Moved to seat Bryan Kleeton as an observer.  Motion CARRIED

Moved to seat minister’s wives as observers.  Motion CARRIED

Moved to seat Israel Steinmetz as an observer.  Motion CARRIED

Moved to seat Dr. C. Wayne and Mrs. Cole as observers.  Motion CARRIED

Glen Palmer gave the report of the License and Credentials Committee as follows:

February 2005

Name  


   

Document Sought    


Action

Isaias Aleman



License



Granted

Antonio Bartolini


License



Incomplete

Alexander Ciurana


License 



Granted

Nauldy Henry



License



Granted

Lloydel Lewis



License



Incomplete

Ernesto Mendoza


License



Granted

Rafael Parra



License



Granted

Neftali Retana



License



Granted

Abel Salazar



License



Granted

Clinton Tompson


License



Granted






(moved back to Jamaica before license was granted)

Juan Velis



License



Granted

Peter Youngs



License


Action (Deferred)

Luis Lopez



Resignation



Accepted

Al Spangler



Resignation



Accepted

Victor Burford



Resignation



Accepted

July 2005

Name  


   

Document Sought    


Action

Vilson Nascimento


Credential



Granted







           (with contingencies not yet met)

Lloydel Lewis



License



Granted

February 2006-10-03

Name  


   

Document Sought    


Action

Jesse Davis



License


Action (Deferred)

Jose Hinojosa



Credential



Granted

Greg Lincoln



License


Action (Deferred)

Ruben Marquez


License
       Granted (Pending endorsements)

Larry Marrs



License



Granted

Francisco Ramirez


License
       Granted (Pending endorsements)

Jose Ramirez



Credential
       Granted (Pending endorsements)

James Sawyer



License



Granted

Eddie Villalba



License



Granted

Richard Wiedenheft


Credential



Granted

Robert Hernandez


Resignation



Accepted

Daniel Davila



Resignation



Accepted

Max Morrow gave the report of the Nominating Committee:


Secretary: Ken Knoll & Heber Vega


Vice President: Raul Lopez & Carl Palmer


President: Calvin Burrell, & Robert Coulter

President Loren Stacy gave the President’s report and expressed his concern for recruitment of young men into ministry.  

Elder Whaid Rose, President of the General Conference, introduced Dr. C. Wayne Cole, as a friend of the Church of God (Seventh Day).  Dr. Cole addressed the Council for about 60 minutes concerning the state of the Sabbath keeping community.  He shared his life experiences and challenged the Council to keep focus on being the living Body of Christ and to be in service to others as Christ served the Church and gave His life for it.  What are we willing to give for the Name of Christ?  The world needs the Church of God (Seventh Day) to give away what God has given to the church.  

Meeting adjourned at noon.  

Meeting reconvened at 2:00 PM with seminars.  Amber Riggs addressed the Council in a seminar on “Kingdom and Culture.”  

The president declared a 20 minute recess.  

Meeting reconvened at 3:00.  Calvin Burrell presented a seminar on, “The presence and persona of a Pastor.”

Meeting adjourned until 8:00 AM Wednesday morning.

WEDNESDAY, October 4, 2006

Meeting reconvened at 8:00 AM with worship. John Howell directed the Council with devotional thoughts on how Jesus is the Good Shepherd.   The Council was asked the question, “Where is God in human suffering?”  He’s there in the midst of pain because of Jesus’ death on the cross.  A time of prayer followed. 

The meeting was called to order by President, Loren Stacy.  Larry Marrs led in opening prayer.  

Moved to seat Aaron Plossar, Simon Madrano, and Ken Moldenhauer as observers.  Motion CARRIED.

The Registration Committee gave the following updated report.  Credentialed ministers 29, Retired Credentialed ministers 3, Licensed ministers 28, Retired Licensed ministers 2.

Melvin Sweet presented the Resolutions Committee report.

Resolution # 1

Be It Resolved that the North American Ministerial Council authorize its president to appoint a committee of five members to study the new covenant, to prepare recommendations regarding appropriate responses to that study's conclusions, and to report its work and recommendations to the Council in session in 2008 for possible action.  Motion CARRIED
Resolution # 2

Be it Resolved that the North American Ministerial Council rescind the interpretation it adopted in 2004 for statement Number 3 contained in its Doctrinal Beliefs booklet which interprets the phrase, “He (Jesus) is of the same nature as the Father,” to mean “... that Jesus is an equal member of the Godhead (Deity) with the Father and shares the nature, attributes, and title of ‘God’ with the Father. As the Son, Jesus is subordinate to the Father in rank.”

The Tulsa 2004 Resolution

Whereas, the North American Ministerial Council is a member of the International Ministerial Congress and is pledged to uphold the Congress’ doctrinal positions in its published statements of belief; and,

Whereas, the 1994 session of the International Ministerial Congress was presented with a motion that read: “Be It Resolved that the International Ministerial Congress affirm the position that Jesus Christ was created by God in eternity;” and

Whereas, a substitute resolution was offered it its place and adopted by the Congress which reads as follows:

“Whereas, the Statement of Faith of the International Ministerial Congress declares in Section 3: ‘We believe in Jesus, Messiah and Savior, only begotten Son of the Father…:’ and,

Whereas Section 3 does not state nor imply that Jesus was ‘created by God,’

Be It Resolved, that the Congress interpret the phrase, ‘only begotten Son of the Father,’ as follows:

The phrase ‘only begotten Son of the Father,’ reveals two complementary truths about Jesus Christ: 1) His inherent nature, and 2) His position within the Godhead.

In regard to nature, the phrase indicates the full deity of Christ. Through the begattal, the Son consists of the same nature, substance, or ‘stuff’ as the Father. The term ‘begotten,’ by definition, makes the Son divine because the One from whom He was begotten is divine. Since the Son is of the same divine substance as the Father, He is an equal member of the Godhead and shares with the Father the nature, attributes, and title of ‘God.’

In regards to position, the phrase, ‘only begotten Son of the Father,’ also indicates the relationship of the Son to the Father. The term ‘begotten,’ by definition, places the Son under the father’s authority. The Son is begotten, while the Father alone is unbegotten. Because the Son acts only in accord with the Father, and not of Himself, He is subordinate to the Father in rank. However, the subordination of the Son does not make Him a separate or second ‘god.’ By nature, the Son remains equal to the Father, sharing with Him the divine substance of the Godhead. Although the Father and Son differ in role and position, the equality in nature of the Father and Son preserves the oneness of the Godhead;” therefore,

Be It Resolved, that this Council in session, affirm its support for the position of the International Ministerial Congress and interpret its own Doctrinal Beliefs statement number 3, which includes the statement: “He is of the same substance as the Father,” to mean that Jesus is an equal member of the Godhead (Deity) and shares the nature, attributes, and title of “God” with the Father. As the Son, Jesus is subordinate to the Father in rank.

Delvin O’Banion spoke to the resolution for 45 minutes.  

Moved to extend Elder O’Banion’s time to allow him to complete his written study.  Seconded.  CARRIED

The president declared a 10 minute recess.

The meeting reconvened with discussion from the floor.  

Moved to set the time for the vote on Resolution # 2 at 12:25 PM.  Seconded, CARRIED

The motion to rescind FAILED.

The meeting adjourned for lunch at 12:30 PM.

The meeting reconvened at 2:00 PM with a panel discussion on Ministerial Ethics moderated by Larry Marrs.  Panel members included Robert Coulter, Max Morrow, Dale Lawson, Glen Palmer and Antonio Vega.  

The meeting adjourned at 5:30 for an evening dinner theater outing.  

THURSDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 5, 2006

Meeting reconvened at 8:00 AM on Thursday morning with worship. Melvin Sweet led us in devotional thoughts around the theme of “Jesus – The Rock of All Ages.”  The Council was reminded that Jesus is the only true, dependable solid rock upon which we can build our lives.

Opening prayer was led by Elder David Kauer.

The Registration Committee gave the following update:

Credentialed ministers, 28, Retired Credentialed ministers 3, Licensed ministers 30, Retired Licensed ministers 2.  

The Minutes were approved as corrected.

Without objection the Council set aside the orders of the day to allow the Council to consider Resolution # 3.

Resolution # 3

Sponsored by the License and Credentials Committee:

Whereas, the L & C Committee believes that it will serve the best interests of the NAMC to stagger the terms of the elected Committee members to insure that it does not have a complete turnover of membership, 

Be it resolved, that Bylaw Article XI, Section 5, License and Credentials Committee, paragraph B, be amended by striking its present wording, and substituting the following for it:

B. The term of office for Committee members shall be for four years.  Three members shall be elected at each biennial meeting of the Council.  Their terms shall begin at the end of the session in which they are elected.  In the event a vacancy occurs on the Committee, the Council may elect a member, or the Executive Committee may appoint a member to the Committee.  In either case the member shall fill the un-expired term of the member who created the vacancy.     The Committee shall meet at least annually.  Five members of the Committee shall constitute a quorum.

And, be it further resolved, that in adopting this amendment the 2006 NAMC in session shall implement the staggered terms of the Committee by electing three members for four years terms, and three members for two year terms.  Thereafter, the Council shall elect Committee members for four year terms.  CARRIED

The Council proceeded with Elections of officers.  

Nominees for President:  Calvin Burrell and Robert Coulter.  Calvin Burrell received 25 votes, Robert Coulter received 35 votes.  Robert Coulter was declared elected to a two year term as President of the NAMC.

Nominees for Vice President:  Raul Lopez & Carl Palmer.  Raul Lopez received 16 votes, Carl Palmer received 43.  Carl Palmer was declared elected to a two year term as Vice President of the NAMC.

Nominees for Secretary: Ken Knoll and Heber Vega.  Ken Knoll received 34 votes, Heber Vega received 26 votes.  Ken Knoll was declared elected to a two year term as Secretary of the NAMC.

Nominations for License and Credentials Committee were received.  

Nominees for a four year term for License and Credentials Committee were Joel Hernandez, Glen Palmer, Max Morrow, Heber Vega and Jose Ruis Ramirez.  On the first ballot Joel Hernandez 15, Glen Palmer 51, Max Morrow 49, Heber Vega 43, Jose Ruis Ramirez 22.  Glen Palmer, Max Morrow and Heber Vega were declared elected to a four year term on the License and Credentials Committee.  

Nominees for a two year term for License and Credentials Committee were John Howell, Raul Lopez, Michael Vlad, Joel Hernandez, Jose Ruis Ramirez.  On the first ballot John Howell 38, Raul Lopez 34, Michael Vlad 39, Joel Hernandez 15, Jose Luis Ramirez 25.  John Howell, Raul Lopez and Michael Vlad were declared elected to a two year term on the License and Credentials Committee.

Nominations for the Nominating Committee were received from the floor:  Dick Wiedenheft, Max Morrow, and John Lemley. 

Moved to instruct the Secretary of the Council to cast a unanimous vote for these nominees.  CARRIED.

Adopting Resolution for the Statement of Faith as a substitute for the Doctrinal Beliefs of the Church of God (Seventh Day)

Be It Resolved, That the tract entitled “Doctrinal Beliefs of the Church of God (Seventh Day)” be amended by substituting the following “Statement of Faith of the Church of God (Seventh Day)” for it; and

Be It Further Resolved, That upon the adoption of the “Statement of Faith” that the North American Ministerial Council authorize its president to appoint a committee of five members to prepare a document that amplifies each “Statement of Faith” with a study, accompanied by Scripture texts, and report its work to the Council in session in 2008 for its authorization to publish the committee’s report as a study guide for the “Statement of Faith.”

Sponsored by Calvin Burrell and Robert Coulter

Statement of Faith of the Church of God (Seventh Day)

1. The Bible
We believe that the Bible, consisting of the Old and New Testaments, is God’s inspired Word. Inerrant in its original writing, the Bible is the only authoritative, and infallible rule of faith and conduct for humanity.

2. The Deity
We believe that the Sovereign Deity of the universe is God Almighty, Who alone is to be worshipped in spirit and in truth. He is eternal, infinite, holy, self-existent Spirit who created, sustains, rules, redeems, and judges His creation. He is one in nature, essence and being. God is revealed, in Scripture, as Father and Son.

God, the Father:
God the Father of whom are all things, whom no one has seen nor can see, reigns in the heavens and transcends our knowing. He is revealed as our loving heavenly Father by His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. Ultimately, God the Father will restore perfect harmony to all creation through Christ, and reign eternally over the redeemed.

Jesus, the Son:
Jesus Christ is God’s one and only begotten Son. As begotten, not created, He shares the nature, names, and attributes of God with the Father. As Son, not Father, Jesus is subordinate to His Father in rank. From eternity, the Son was with the Father, shared the Father’s glory as the pre-incarnate Word, and with Him created and sustains all things.  Jesus, the Christ (Messiah), was born of the Virgin Mary by the power of the Holy Spirit, thus uniting two perfect natures—that of God with that of man. Jesus lived without sin, died as an atoning sacrifice for sin, was entombed for three days and nights, was resurrected bodily, and ascended to His Father to serve as mediator and high priest. He reigns as Lord in heaven, and will return to earth as judge and king. Now, it pleases the Father that the Son is preeminent in all things, and receives our worship.

The Holy Spirit:
The Holy Spirit is the promised Divine Helper who proceeds from the Father and Son. The Spirit is God’s personal presence in the world and indwelling believers for the sake of Christ. The hypothesis of the Spirit as a third person of the Deity is nonessential to Christian faith. By the power of the Holy Spirit, God inspired and illuminates the Scriptures; convicts, and regenerates sinners; sanctifies, teaches, comforts, guides, and preserves believers; and empowers them for service. Evidences of the Holy Spirit in the believer’s life are faith in Christ, obedience to God, and bearing the spiritual fruit of love.

3. Man, Sin, and Death
We believe that humanity was created in the image of God—sinless, though not naturally immortal. Through Adam and Eve’s disobedience, all human beings became sinners by nature and by choice. The penalty for our sin is alienation from God, physical death (without consciousness), and, ultimately, eternal death for those who do not receive the salvation offered by Christ.

4. Man, Salvation, and Life
We believe that sinful humanity may be saved from the penalty of eternal death and receive eternal life instead, solely by the grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ, apart from human merit, works or ceremonies. Atonement for sins, with its attendant promise of eternal life, comes through Christ’s death and resurrection on our behalf, and is received in human experience by faith and repentance.

5. The Church
We believe that the church of God in Scripture is a spiritual body of believers who hold the faith of Jesus and who keep the commandments of God. Under the Lordship of Christ and the authority of His Word, the church exists universally and locally for purposes of worshipping God, preaching the gospel, nurturing believers, and serving humanity. Christians should support the church’s mission by service to others, fellowship with believers, and with tithe and offerings.

6. Christian Ordinances
We believe that Christ prescribed two ordinances that confirm faith in Him: 1) baptism, preceded by a confession of faith in Christ and repentance, symbolizing the believer’s initial union with Christ by death to sins, burial (immersion) in water, and rising to new life; and 2) Lord’s Supper, an annual memorial of Christ’s death, in which believers eat the bread and drink from the cup—symbols of His body and blood. This communion service represents fellowship with our Savior until he comes again, and is  accompanied by foot washing. 

7. The Ten Commandments
We believe that the Ten Commandments were known and obeyed by faithful people before the law was given at Sinai. Later incorporated into the new covenant, they constitute the basic moral code for humanity and are obeyed to demonstrate the believer’s love for God and his fellowman.

8. The Sabbath
We believe that the seventh-day Sabbath is God’s gift to humanity from creation, was written into the Ten Commandments by His finger, was kept and taught by Jesus, and was observed by the apostolic church. A memorial of both creation and redemption, it should be faithfully celebrated by believers now as a day of rest, worship, and well-doing.

9. Marriage
We believe that marriage is an exclusive, lifetime union between one man and one woman for the purpose of perpetuating humanity and enriching human experience. Reflecting the bond between Christ and His church, marriage may be broken only by sexual infidelity. Like the Sabbath, marriage dates to Creation week, is intrinsic to the moral law, is reformed in Christ’s teachings, and finds its ultimate meaning at His return.

10. Christian Living
We believe that Christians are called to holiness in thought, word, and deed, and to express faith in Christ through devotion to God and through godly interaction with others. As a result, not a cause, of redemption, believers should: 1) develop relationship with God through Bible reading and study, prayer, fasting, worship and obedience; 2) relieve the physical and spiritual needs of humanity by compassionate social action and gospel witness; 3) oppose pride, envy, indolence, lust, covetousness and other evils in the spirit; 4) refuse immoral amusements and practices such as pornography, sexual immorality and homosexuality in the flesh; and 5) observe what we believe the Bible teaches as God’s will: give tithe and freewill offerings for the support of the church and its gospel ministry; regard participation in physical warfare as contrary to a Christian’s humanitarian calling; avoid intermixing Christianity with paganism, such as the common observances of Sunday, Christmas, Easter, Lent, and Halloween; and eat for food only those meats that the Bible describes as “clean.”

11. Prophecy
We believe that Bible prophecy preserves and strengthens a believer’s hope for the Second Advent. It identifies religious, social, and political trends and events, including the rebirth of the nation of Israel, which points to the imminent return of Christ and the eventual establishment of God’s eternal kingdom on earth.

12. The Kingdom of God
We believe that the kingdom of God (kingdom of heaven) is realized in three phases:
The Present Kingdom

The spiritual kingdom of grace exists now as God rules in the lives of obedient believers. 

This kingdom was announced and revealed through the prophets and the ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ. We enter this kingdom when we turn from sin to serve God through faith in Jesus Christ.

The Millennial Kingdom of Christ
Jesus will return to earth in power and glory to resurrect the righteous dead, bestow immortality and eternal life upon the resurrected and the living righteous, avenge the saints, and be glorified in them. His earthly reign of 1000 will be a universal kingdom in which all principalities, powers and enemies are overcome. At its conclusion, the unrighteous will be resurrected to suffer annihilation at the great white throne judgment.

The Eternal Kingdom of God
God’s eternal kingdom will begin when Jesus Christ, having put all enemies under His feet, turns the kingdom over to the Father. God will dwell with the redeemed in a new heavens and a new earth where no disappointment, defilement, or death can enter and where righteousness and peace will prevail forever.

Moved to amend statement #1, The Bible, by adding the Holy Bible.  CARRIED

Moved to amend statement # 1 by inserting “inerrant” before the word Bible, and striking the words, “Inerrant in its original writing”.  Motion FAILED.  

Moved to amend the entire document by striking the words “we believe that” before each statement.  Seconded, CARRIED.

Moved to amend by striking the sentence under the Holy Spirit which says, “The hypothesis of the Spirit as a third person of the Deity is nonessential to Christian faith.” Seconded. 

Moved to substitute the statement for the Holy Spirit with the statement which appeared earlier in the Ministerial Forum as the statement for the Holy Spirit.  Seconded.  

The statement for the Holy Spirit, which appeared in the Ministerial Form, reads as follows:  

The Holy Spirit:

The Holy Spirit is the promised Divine Helper who proceeds from the Father and Son.  The Spirit is God’s personal presence and power in believers, rather than a third person of the Deity.  By the Holy Spirit God inspired and illuminates the Scriptures; convicts and regenerates sinners; sanctifies, teaches, comforts, guides and preserves believers; and empowers them for service.  Evidences of the Holy Spirit in the believer’s life are faith in Christ, obedience to God and bearing the spiritual fruit of love.  

Moved to table the pending motions.  Seconded.  CARRIED

Meeting adjourned for lunch at noon.

The meeting reconvened at 2:00 PM with seminars.  Chip Hinds and Ken Knoll shared how the ministry of Building Brothers impacts the local church.  Richard Wiedenheft led in a seminar on “Fitness and Ministry.”

The meeting adjourned at 5:25 PM until 8:00 AM Friday morning.

FRIDAY MORNING OCTOBER 6, 2006

Meeting reconvened at 8:00 AM with worship.  Glen Palmer led in devotional thoughts focusing on “Immanuel – God With Us.”  He reminded us that God, in Jesus Christ, desires to move into our homes and dwell among us.  Jesus, God with us, shows us His love and the love of Father in His coming as the lamb that died for the sin of the world so that we might enjoy dwelling in the presence of God.  

Elder Ramon Ruiz, President of the International Ministerial Council, briefly addressed the Council about the next session of the IMC.  Due to various problems the location of the next session was moved from Brazil, to Mexico, and now to Overland Park, Kansas in July of 2007.

The president called the meeting to order.  Heber Vega led in opening prayer for the council business

The updated report of the Registration Committee is as follows:

Credentialed ministers 29, Retired Credentialed ministers 3, Licensed 30, Retirement Licensed 2.

The minutes were approved as corrected.  

Due to the resignation of John Howell from the License and Credentials Committee, nominations were received for a two year term on the License and Credentials Committee.

Nominees are Joel Hernandez, Jose Luis Ramirez, Don Rodgers.  The results of the ballot are as follows, Joel Hernandez 5, Jose Luis Ramirez 17, Don Rodgers 32.  Don Rodgers was declared elected to the License and Credentials Committee for a two year term.  

Moved to take the motions from the table.  Seconded. CARRIED

Motion to substitute CARRIED.

Moved to strike everything after the word “believers” in the last sentence under the heading “The Holy Spirit.  Seconded.  CARRIED

The substitute motion on the “Holy Spirit” CARRIED.

Moved that the final vote of the statements be taken by secret ballot.  Seconded. CARRIED.

Moved to amend under the heading of “The Deity” by striking the word “alone”.  Seconded.  CARRIED.  

Moved to insert the word “complete” under the heading of “God, The Father” between the words “our” and “knowing.”  Seconded.  CARRIED

Moved to amend the paragraph under The Deity by striking the word “He” after the sentence ending with creation and inserting the word “God”.  Seconded. FAILED.

Moved to amend by adding the word “three” in the section under “Jesus, the Son”, after the words “three days and”.  Seconded. CARRIED.  

Moved to amend the paragraph on the Holy Spirit by striking the word “perfect” between two and natures seconded.  CARRIED.

Moved to amend the statement under Jesus the Son by substituting the words “human and divine” for the words “that of God and that of man” after the “dash.”  Seconded CARRIED.

Moved to amend by removing the Holy Spirit from “The Deity” and renumber it as statement # 3 and renumbering the following statements accordingly.  Seconded.  FAILED.

Move to amend by striking the word “personal” after “God’s” and adding the words “and power” after the word presence. Seconded.  CARRIED

Moved to amend statement 3.  Man, Sin, and Death” by adding the word “Satan” between “Man and Sin”, and inserting the following statement at the end:  “It was Satan, the adversary of God, who tempted our first parents in the Garden.  The devil is still capable of transforming himself into an angel of light, but will finally be destroyed in the lake of fire.”  Seconded. CARRIED 
Moved to amend statement six by adding after the sentence ending with “body and blood” the statement from the Doctrinal Beliefs booklet, “We extend charity toward those who may observe communion at other times”.  Seconded.  

Moved the previous question.  Seconded.  CARRIED

The motion to amend CARRIED.

Statement 6

Moved to amend statement 6 by substituting the word “demonstrates” after the word “service” with the word “represents”. Seconded.  CARRIED.

Moved to change the orders of the day and change lunch break from 12:00 noon until 2:00 to 12:30 –1:30.  Seconded.  CARRIED

Statement 8

Move to amend by adding the word “Saturday” in parenthesis after the word Sabbath. Seconded.   FAILED

Statement 9

Moved to amend statement 9 by deleting the last phrase, “and finds its ultimate meaning at His return” and inserting the word “and” between the comma and the word “is” and adding a period after the word “teachings.”  Seconded.  FAILED.

Moved to amend statement 9 by substituting the word “infidelity” with the word “immorality”.  Seconded.  CARRIED.

Moved to amend statement 9 by adding the words “an institution by God and is an, after the word is.  Seconded.  CARRIED

Statement 10

Moved to amend statement 10 by striking the word “paganism” and adding the words “extra biblical practices”.  Seconded.  CARRIED

The motion to substitute the adopting resolution for the statement of faith in place of the Doctrinal Beliefs of the Church of God (Seventh Day).  Results of the vote were 44 yes and 8 no.   CARRIED.  

Adopting Resolution for the Statement of Faith as a substitute for the Doctrinal Beliefs of the Church of God (Seventh Day)

Be It Resolved, That the tract entitled “Doctrinal Beliefs of the Church of God (Seventh Day)” be amended by substituting the following “Statement of Faith of the Church of God (Seventh Day)” for it; and

Be It Further Resolved, That upon the adoption of the “Statement of Faith” that the North American Ministerial Council authorize its president to appoint a committee of five members to prepare a document that amplifies each “Statement of Faith” with a study, accompanied by Scripture texts, and report its work to the Council in session in 2008 for its authorization to publish the committee’s report as a study guide for the “Statement of Faith.”

Statement of Faith of the Church of God (Seventh Day)
1. The Holy Bible
The Bible, consisting of the Old and New Testaments, is God’s inspired Word. Inerrant in its original writing, the Bible is the only authoritative, and infallible rule of faith and conduct for humanity.

2. The Deity
The Sovereign Deity of the universe is God Almighty, Who is to be worshipped in spirit and in truth. He is eternal, infinite, holy, self-existent Spirit who created, sustains, rules, redeems, and judges His creation. He is one in nature, essence and being. God is revealed, in Scripture, as Father and Son.

God, the Father:
God the Father of whom are all things, whom no one has seen nor can see, reigns in the heavens and transcends our complete knowing. He is revealed as our loving heavenly Father by His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. Ultimately, God the Father will restore perfect harmony to all creation through Christ, and reign eternally over the redeemed.

Jesus, the Son:
Jesus Christ is God’s one and only begotten Son. As begotten, not created, He shares the nature, names, and attributes of God with the Father. As Son, not Father, Jesus is subordinate to His Father in rank. From eternity, the Son was with the Father, shared the Father’s glory as the pre-incarnate Word, and with Him created and sustains all things.  Jesus, the Christ (Messiah), was born of the virgin Mary by the power of the Holy Spirit, thus uniting two natures— human and divine. Jesus lived without sin, died as an atoning sacrifice for sin, was entombed for three days and three nights, was resurrected bodily, and ascended to His Father to serve as mediator and high priest. He reigns as Lord in heaven, and will return to earth as judge and king. Now, it pleases the Father that the Son is preeminent in all things, and receives our worship.

The Holy Spirit:
The Holy Spirit is the promised Divine Helper who proceeds from the Father and Son. The Spirit is God’s presence and power in the world and indwelling believers. By the power of the Holy Spirit, God inspired and illuminates the Scriptures; convicts, and regenerates sinners; sanctifies, teaches, comforts, guides, and preserves believers; and empowers them for service.  Evidences of the Holy Spirit in the believer’s life are faith in Christ, obedience to God, and the spiritual fruit of love.   

3. Man, Satan, Sin, and Death
Humanity was created in the image of God—sinless, though not naturally immortal. Through Adam and Eve’s disobedience, all human beings became sinners by nature and by choice. The penalty for our sin is alienation from God, physical death (without consciousness), and, ultimately, eternal death for those who do not receive the salvation offered by Christ.  It was Satan, the adversary of God, who tempted our first parents in the Garden.  The devil is still capable of transforming himself into an angel of light, but will finally be destroyed in the lake of fire.

 4. Man, Salvation, and Life
Sinful humanity may be saved from the penalty of eternal death and receive eternal life instead, solely by the grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ, apart from human merit, works or ceremonies. Atonement for sins, with its attendant promise of eternal life, comes through Christ’s death and resurrection on our behalf, and is received in human experience by faith and repentance.

5. The Church
The church of God in Scripture is a spiritual body of believers who hold the faith of Jesus and who keep the commandments of God. Under the Lordship of Christ and the authority of His Word, the church exists universally and locally for purposes of worshipping God, preaching the gospel, nurturing believers, and serving humanity. Christians should participate in the church’s mission by service to others and fellowship with believers.          

6. Christian Ordinances
Christ prescribed two ordinances that confirm faith in Him: 1) baptism, preceded by a confession of faith in Christ and repentance, symbolizing the believer’s initial union with Christ by death to sins, burial (immersion) in water, and rising to new life; and 2) Lord’s Supper, an annual memorial of Christ’s death, in which believers eat the bread and drink from the cup—symbols of His body and blood.  We extend charity toward those who may observe communion at other times.  This communion service demonstrates fellowship with our Savior until he comes again.  It is accompanied by feet washing. 
7. The Ten Commandments
The Ten Commandments were known and obeyed by faithful people before the law was given at Sinai. Later incorporated into the new covenant by the example and teaching of Christ, they constitute the basic moral code for humanity and are obeyed to demonstrate the believer’s love for God and his fellowman.

8. The Sabbath

The seventh-day Sabbath is God’s gift to humanity from creation, was written into the Ten Commandments by His finger, was kept and taught by Jesus, and was observed by the apostolic church. A memorial of both creation and redemption, it should be faithfully celebrated by believers now as a day of rest, worship, and well-doing.

9. Marriage
Marriage is an institution of God and is an exclusive, lifetime union between one man and one woman for the purpose of perpetuating humanity and enriching human experience. Reflecting the bond between Christ and His church, marriage may be broken only by sexual immorality. Like the Sabbath, marriage dates to Creation week, is intrinsic to the moral law, is reformed in Christ’s teachings, and finds its ultimate meaning at His return.

10. Christian Living
Christians are called to holiness in thought, word, and deed, and to express faith in Christ through devotion to God and through godly interaction with others. As a result, not a cause, of redemption, believers should: 1) develop relationship with God through Bible reading and study, prayer, fasting, worship and obedience; 2) relieve the physical and spiritual needs of humanity by compassionate social action and gospel witness; 3) oppose pride, envy, indolence, lust, covetousness and other evils in the spirit; 4) refuse immoral amusements and practices such as pornography, sexual immorality and homosexuality in the flesh; and 5) observe these Bible principles: give tithe and freewill offerings for the support of the church and its gospel ministry; eat for food only those meats the Bible describes as “clean:” regard participation in physical warfare as contrary to a Christian’s humanitarian calling; avoid intermixing Christianity with extra biblical practices, as in the common observances of Sunday, Christmas, Easter, Lent, and Halloween.

11. Prophecy
Bible prophecy preserves and strengthens a believer’s hope for the Second Advent. It identifies religious, social, and political trends and events, including the rebirth of the nation of Israel, which points to the imminent return of Christ and the eventual establishment of God’s eternal kingdom on earth.

12. The Kingdom of God

The kingdom of God (kingdom of heaven) is realized in three phases:

The Present Kingdom
The spiritual kingdom of grace exists now as God rules in the lives of obedient believers. This kingdom was announced and revealed through the prophets and the ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ. We enter this kingdom when we turn from sin to serve God through faith in Jesus Christ.

The Millennial Kingdom of Christ  

Jesus will return to earth in power and glory to resurrect the righteous dead, bestow immortality and eternal life upon the resurrected and the living righteous, avenge the saints, and be glorified in them.  His earthly reign of 1000 years will be a universal kingdom in which all principalities, powers and enemies are overcome. At its conclusion, the unrighteous will be resurrected to suffer annihilation at the great white throne judgment.

The Eternal Kingdom of God
God’s eternal kingdom will begin when Jesus Christ, having put all enemies under His feet, turns the kingdom over to the Father. God will dwell with the redeemed in a new heavens and a new earth where no disappointment, defilement, or death can enter and where righteousness and peace will prevail forever.

Resolution # 4

Sponsored by the License and Credentials Committee:

Moved to amend the introductory paragraph of the section entitled “Expiration of Ministerial License and Credentials” by striking the first three words “License and Credentials” and inserting the words “License, Credentials, and Retirement documents.”

CARRIED.

Resolution # 5
Sponsored by the License and Credentials Committee:

Moved, that paragraph three of the section entitled “Expiration of Ministerial License and Credentials” by striking its present wording, and substituting the following:

3. The License and Credentials Committee shall renew the document of a retiree provided he continues to attend the weekly congregational services of his local church, as long as he is physically able to do so, and participates in the support of his church with his finances.  Retirees shall be exempt from having to apply for renewal and from the provision of 75 hours of continuing education each five years.

Moved to amend by striking the words “from having to apply for renewal and”

Seconded.  CARRIED

Moved to amend by striking the word “local” between the words “his and church”.   CARRIED

3. The License and Credentials Committee shall renew the document of a retiree provided he continues to attend the weekly congregational services of his church, as long as he is physically able to do so, and participates in the support of his church with his finances.  Retirees shall be exempt from the provision of 75 hours of continuing education each five years.  The motion CARRIED.

Resolution # 6

Sponsored by the License and Credentials Committee.

Inasmuch as, the License and Credentials Committee believes that the provisions contained in the Documentation Manual of the NAMC entitled “Ministerial Inactivity” has become outdated with the provisions for the expiration of ministerial documents,

Moved, that the wording be deleted to the heading “Non-attendance of Meetings of the NAMC, and that the section be renamed “Attendance of the Meetings of the NAMC.  CARRIED.

Resolution # 7

Moved to amend, the church manual, Organization of Local Churches, Part 1, Paragraph 6, by inserting the words “male or female” between the words “personnel” and “such.”

CARRIED.

The amended sentence would read, “Members of this board may be made up of pastor, elders, deacons, and/or any other qualified personnel, male or female, such as the local church designates.”


Sponsored by Loren Stacy and Ken Knoll

Resolution # 8

Moved, that we request that the officers of the Council coordinate with the officers of the General Conference that we have a leadership gathering in conjunction with the 2008 Council meeting, and that the attendees may be observers in the Council meetings.

Moved to amend by inserting the words after attendees “who are not documented.”  Seconded. CARRIED

Moved, that we request that the officers of the Council coordinate with the officers of the General Conference that we have a leadership gathering in conjunction with the 2008 Council meeting, and that the attendees who are not documented may be observers in the Council meetings.  CARRIED


Sponsored by Larry Childers and Mike Vlad

Resolution # 9

Resolved that the following statement be incorporated into the editorial policy of the Forum:

Materials published in The Forum, including letters to the editor, shall avoid any language that imputes motives to, questions the sincerity of, or otherwise demeans members who hold positions different from those of the writer. Concerns about character and person should be handled in accordance with Scriptural teaching (Matt 18:15; Gal. 6.1-2) and the by-laws of the Church. Members of the NAMC may freely debate in the pages of The Forum theological, ecclesiastical, and other related issues; but they shall do so with the utmost respect, charity, and love for their fellow members. 

CARRIED


Sponsored by Whaid Rose and Richard Wiedenheft

Resolution # 10

Sponsored by Whaid Rose and Melvin Sweet

Whereas, the structure of the North American Ministerial Council limits the responsibilities of the Council officers to planning the biennial meetings and to handle business generated during the Council, and 

Whereas, there is need for the deliberate and intentional efforts made to development of the ministerial body of the General Conference, and

Whereas, there has been a steady decline in the ministry of the church as illustrated by the departure of ministers from the ministerial ranks for various reasons and as older ministers pass away, and 

Whereas, this decline is evidenced by the low attendance at this Council,

Therefore, be it Resolved, that a Committee be appointed by the Executive Committee of the NAMC, whose assignment shall be to create a mechanism through which greater attention can be given to ministerial development, including the following:

a.  The development of a job description or list of roles and responsibilities for the Council officers that sets the tone for visionary leadership of the Council;

b.  The method of selection of the council president that provides council members with information regarding the nominee’s vision for the development of the council;

c.  The provision of space at the General Conference office to house what would become the department of the Ministerial Council;

d.  Offer to the Council a means of funding for this undertaking.

And be it further resolved, that this Committee report its recommendations to the members of the Council through written correspondence in time for it to be discussed at the 2008 Council session.  CARRIED

Resolution # 11

Whereas, the International Ministerial Congress (IMC) has grown and has an explosive potential for additional growth, and, because the political and economic circumstances of our times prevents the full participation of the multiple delegates under our current system, therefore,

Be it resolved, that this NAMC in session appoint and empower the Executive Committee of the IMC, in cooperation with a three member committee chosen by the Executive Committee of the NAMC to prepare a streamlined plan for reorganization and function of the IMC to be presented to the IMC in session in July 2007, and that the adoption of this resolution serve as previous notice to the IMC that a new plan will be presented.  CARRIED

Elder Whaid Rose, President of the General Conference, spoke to the Council about ways members may assist the Conference in its ministries.  

Meeting was adjourned at 3:30 PM.  

SABBATH, OCTOBER 7, 2006

A Sabbath worship gathering began at 10:00.  Brethren from the Kansas City church joined us.  Elder Antonio Vega addressed the Council around the theme of “Jesus – Almighty God is He.”   

The president called the meeting to order at 5:45 PM for a closing banquet and closing worship gathering.  Calvin Burrell addressed the Council and reminded us that “We Are The Body.”  All of us are needed and valuable in the work of the Lord.  

John Howell led the Council in a time of focused prayer.

Whaid Rose officiated at an Ordination Service for the following ministers:  Elder James Sawyer, Elder Eddie Villalba, and Elder Jose Hinojosa, followed by prayers for each of them.  

The president announced the appointment of the committee to formulate the doctrinal studies for the newly adopted statements of belief. This committee consists of Calvin Burrell, Roy Marrs, Max Morrow, Antonio Vega and Richard Wiedenheft.   

Moved that the officers approve the minutes.  Seconded.  CARRIED

Moved to adjourn sine dine.  Seconded.  CARRIED
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